Introduction: The Issues and the Sources
Somewhere in Germany, some time in the sixteenth or seventeenth century, a scholar bends over his desk, consulting ancient Greek and Roman sources (or recent translations of the same) and weaving these strands of classical information into his own text. Outside, a horseman rides in a manege, training the animal to respond appropriately to various cues. What do these men have at least potentially in common? If one looked for the answer to this question in secondary scholarship on the early modern period, it would appear they lacked any connection whatsoever. One in fact would be hard-pressed to À nd sixteenth/seventeenth-century scholars and horsemen occupying the same space within the pages of literature on early modern social and cultural history. Nonetheless, primary sources from the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries clearly indicate that some of these men indeed had one very important thing in common, and that was the horse. Humanists and university-educated men wrote about them, and some horsemen not only trained them but authored manuals about how to do so.
In this article, I draw the hippological connections between scholars and horsemen. Furthermore, I argue that these men's work with the horse served to legitimate and validate their respective occupations. In the À gurative sense, then, the horse functioned as a vehicle for the professionalization of various activities and groups, and, as such, provided a fundamental catalyst to the fashioning of professional identity.
An essential ingredient of professional identity is the assumption that a professional possesses advanced training and specialized knowledge. Such knowledge and training become mechanisms for separating the real professionals from the (real and perceived) dabblers, dilettantes, and want-to-be's, as well as from the less talented and less experienced. And it is this separating out that becomes so crucial for dealing with competition amongst professionals. Furthermore, to be a professional often implies a self-conscious attitude about one's access to and exercise of such knowledge and training (as true today as it was in the sixteenth/seventeenth century).
1
These are exactly the qualities stressed, either explicitly or implicitly, in the texts produced by scholars and horsemen of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. These men all seek to demonstrate their control and mastery of specialized knowledge through training and experience that is presented as especially valuable and useful either to other Á edgling professionals or to these professionals' patrons. The value and the use of the knowledge on offer in these texts and thus, by extension, the status of their authors are signiÀ cantly enhanced by the object and subject of that knowledge, the horse, an animal so closely associated with nobility, wealth, and power.
2
Our modern-day blindness to the historical importance of horses is no doubt grounded in the contemporary obsolescence of the animal, with the exception of its continued but narrowly limited use for recreation and sport. And this blindness in turn accounts for the fact that the majority of the sources that I use in this article have never been considered, much less consulted by historians. These sources include texts dealing with an array of hippological issues, from training horses to treating their illnesses, from equine anatomy to horse breeding, written by humanists and scholars. In some cases, this literary activity also included translating foreign hippological texts into German. In addition, texts often dealing with the same subject matter were written both by scholars and by horsemen, particularly riders ('Bereiter') and stable-masters ('Stallmeister').
These sources allow us to use the culture of the horse as a lens to focus on early modern German history. Through that lens, several points become clear, especially the indispensability of the horse to early
